Excerpt taken from First
Baptist Church of
Colorado Springs
website:
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A Note From the Pastor
Rev. Asher Panton
Dear Immanuel,

Dear Immanuel Church Members,
I am deeply grateful for the special offering the church provided for needy families in our community. Your gifts provided a
bridge for food for the children in these families and our senior citizens during a delay in receiving their EBT cards. I am also
grateful to be a part of this church. Our congregation exemplifies a Christlike generosity in sharing our faiths, prayers,
talents, and resources to help others.
Thank you for your blessings.
Love,
Phyllis Parker

Meetings & Events
Wednesday, August 3rd
• Appreciation Night for Asher & Raychel, 6:30 PM

Sunday, August 28th
• Communion Sunday

Immanuel Baptist Church
1101 South Elm Street
Greenville, NC 27858
252-758-1240
www.ibcg,org

Rev. Asher Panton, Senior Pastor
Mrs. Bettie Jungers, Administrative Assistant
Rev. Dong Soo Lee, Korean Pastor

As we continue to explore
who we are today as a
church in 2022, there is
something that has been
weighing very heavy upon
my heart as your pastor.
Through the vision team’s
discussions, various emails
I’ve received, and through
hours of discussions I’ve
had with many of you, it is
apparent that we all come
from a wide background of
theological and ecumenical
differences. There are
some in our church who
wish Immanuel was
conservatively a traditional
Southern Baptist modeled
body. There are others in
our church who wish
Immanuel was even more
moderate to progressive
than it currently conveys.
Let’s be honest, we will
never be in a 100%
agreement on our thinking
about God, the Bible, and
the Church. Our individual
experiences, both in life
and in church, have helped
form within us the places
we can go in our souls to
find peace over these
various perspectives.

So, we have a choice to
make. Do we force the side
that disagrees with us into
our way of thinking? Or, is
there a better and more
loving way to move
forward? When some
congregations have faced
these differences, the larger
and more vocal side often
forces the opposing group
into conformation. By doing
so, churches often divide,
lose members, and cause
a lot of hurt in the process.
So, I ask it again, what if
there was another way?
What if instead of being
divided by our differences,
we learn to embrace them?
While praying about these
things, I came across this
beautiful excerpt from First
Baptist Church in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. When I
read their “Who We Are”
section, I couldn’t help but
to smile at how well this
reflects Immanuel in its
long and rich history.
Instead of being divided by
their diversity, they learn
to celebrate it and
embrace it well!

We do not serve a God of
division, but instead a God
who sent his son Jesus
Christ so that ALL may be
saved by the grace of God –
even in our differences.
(Sidenote: Just think about
the differences Paul talks
about that existed between
the Jews and the Greeks!)
Ironically, these principles
on which I am speaking were
foundational in historic
Baptist tradition. Instead of
uncomfortably being forced
into a state-church belief
system, they believed that
there was freedom found
for all church members
because of the freedom
they found in Christ. I
encourage you to also
read this section on the
“4 Baptist Freedoms”
to get a better idea of this
concept, which is also found
on FBC Colorado Springs
website. That
link can be found here:
http://www.firstbaptist-cs.org/
So, whatever we do moving
forward, in word and deed,
may we be united in our love
for Christ and one
another.

“In an ever polarized world,
we are a uniquely diverse
congregation in that we spread
the theological, political, and
economic spectrums. It's not
uncommon to find yourself
sitting next to someone in
worship who voted differently
than you, holds a different
beliefs than you, and even finds
themselves in a very different
salary bracket than you. We are
rich and poor, Democrat and
Republican, black and white,
young and old, theological
traditional and theologically
progressive...you get the point!

We are proud of our diversity,
because we believe that when
all of these different people with
their different experiences and
beliefs gather together in our
sanctuary, it is testimony to the
fact that what God does is
bigger than what we can do on
our own. What we do separates
us, but what God does has the
power to bring us together
despite our many differences.
That is what we believe to be
our unique place and voice
among the many churches in
our city. We are a body that not
only acknowledges our many
differences, but is learning to
embrace them. If you're looking
for a community of faith that
is filled with people who don't
think and believe just like
you, we might be the church
for you!”
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A Note From Pastor Lee

B I R T H D AY !
Together We Rebuild!
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This is a phrase we use
a lot when we want to
rebuild something. For
example, we use it to
build a house that has
been destroyed in a
disaster, or to rebuild
a broken system or
organization. It refers to
the first step in making
something that has
been broken down or
weakened again.

Now, our faith and the
church must be rebuilt
together. We can no
longer go back to
pre-COVID-19. Many
changes have already
occurred to us, and we
are used to them. Now
is the time to open a
new path rather than
going back. However,
rebuilding does not
happen automatically,
so we have to take a
stronger step together.
For that, we need God's
grace and wisdom
more than ever.

Now, there is less
than half of the time
remaining in 2022.
However, I hope
that we will
rebuild ourselves,
our family, and our
beloved church
with the heart of
an architect who
rebuilds the
remaining time.

Welcome Dinner For Incoming International Students:
For some 30 years local area Baptist churches have been providing a Welcome Dinner for International students.
There is no program, rather it is a time when
they get local home cooked food, meet local
people and enjoy meeting and socializing
with fellow international students.
Because of the Pandemic it has been
put on hold for the past couple of years.
As of now, it is being planned for this fall
on Saturday, August 27, at 6:00 PM, at
the Newman Catholic Center on 10th St.
Father Ian has graciously allowed us to use
that facility which is a great location since
it is next to the campus. Please know that
you may be asked to cook a dish for the
Welcoming Dinner. If you are interested in
helping with the dinner, please contact
Eunice and Lester Zeager or Pat Dunn.
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Don’t forget to contribute to
the Belvoir Ministry Fund
throughout the year. We
will use the money each
December to buy books for
the Belvoir children.

Lifelong Learning Program (LLP)
Join us on Friday, August 12th from 1pm-4pm at the ECU Willis Building on 1st Street for the Fall Membership and
Course Registration Kickoff event! At this event you will lean what programs are being offered for this fall.
The Lifelong Learning Program at East Carolina University was founded in 2011 and offers adults affordable
learning experiences in a relaxed atmosphere, without entrance requirements, exams or grades. The program
offers interesting and enriching courses, workshops, and lectures; stimulating speakers; enjoyable trips; and more!
In this venture, you will have the opportunity to tap into the rich intellectual and cultural resources of the University,
experts, and talented peers who are willing to share with you their expertise and valuable insights. This will also
provide you a setting for making new friends and developing new social networks with people from different walks
of life.
In addition, you will have a chance to relish the satisfaction that comes from sharing your talents and skills as
a participant, committee member, an instructor, or a leader. Nell Garner and Pat Dunn serve on the Program
Committee. and Sylvia Wheless has been a participant in the programs. Feel free to contact any of these if you
have questions. They will tell you it is great fun!

